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ven before attending law school,

Andrew Gass was drawn to IP issues,

working with a non-profit to allevi-
ate copyright-type constraints on scientific
and medical innovation. After earning his
JD, he briefly worked as a deal lawyer be-
fore finding his true calling as an antitrust
litigator.

“I have been insanely fortunate to have
had three great mentors in my career:

Latham &Watkins
SAN FRANCISCO

the late Hon. Stephen Williams, whom I
clerked for on the D.C. Circuit; Professor
Pam Samuelson, at Berkeley Law, who
taught me copyright law; and Dan Wall,
whom I litigated antitrust cases with for
twelve years before he retired,” Gass said.

Today, his legal practice is at the fore-
front of emerging issues in copyright law,
antitrust law and the intriguing intersec-
tion of the two.

In summer 2023, he secured a summary
judgment for Pandora in aland-mark case,
which he defended for almost nine years.

This matter, concerning the use of sound
recordings predating the federal copyright
regime, involved two appeals to the Ninth
Circuit and a two-year period in the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court, in addition to ex-
tensive federal district court litigation.

“For reference, I started working on Flo
& Eddie v. Pandora when I was a sixth-year
associate ... and finally won the case as
a seventh-year partner,” Gass said. “That
was a really hard-fought battle, with two
trips to the Ninth Circuit and back, and a
two-year stint in the California Supreme
Court, in addition to many years of federal
district court litigation.”

Prior to the public’s widespread aware-
ness of generative Al he and his colleagues
were advising clients on products in de-
velopment within this space. When liti-
gation began to surge in 2023, centered on
the argument that training large language
models with publicly available texts
constitutes copyright infringement, Gass
was at the helm of some of the most high-
profile cases. Representing clients such
as OpenAl and Anthropic, he has already
achieved significant victories, including
the dismissal of ancillary, non-copyright
claims in early cases against OpenAl, and
the outright dismissal of a case against
DeviantArt.

“That latter decision was particularly
significant because the only wrongful con-
duct that DeviantArt was alleged to have
engaged in was implementing an open-
source generative Al model that another
company developed,” Gass said. “Ascrib-
ing liability to that behavior could have
had sweeping consequences for the tech-
nology industry.”

Gass is also the co-chair of Latham’s Al
Task Force.
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